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THE PATRIARCHS. 

CHAPTER I. 

BUILDING THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

Little boys and girls do not know much about 
the different countries of the world. We live 
in England, you know ; but there are a great 
many other countries beside England ; and I 
want to tell you just a little about the other 
parts of the earth. 

You have sometimes seen black men in the 
street, and perhaps your mother has told you 
that those black men came from a long way off, 
and that they came in a ship over the great 
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wide sea. Well, now, think of the world as a 
great round ball, with the different countries 
covering some parts of it, and the great seas 
coming in between the countries. 

On one side there is America ; and you have 
heard of that, very likely : but the old people 

• * — 

that we read about in the Bible did not know 
anything about it. They lived, nearly all of 
them, on the other side and in Asia. But 
sometimes we tead of people in Africa, and 
sometimes of people in Europe. Asia, Africa, 
and Europe are all joined on one side ; and 
there are a good many countries in each of them. 

Now I am going to tell you how they got to 
be full of people. 

You remember that Noah had three sons, 
Who each had a wife, and it' is time to tell 
you that each of these sons had some children ; 
and that when they grew up God gave to these 
children some boys and girls of their own ; and 
so, in time, there came to be a great many 
people on the earth again as before the Flood. 
l 
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There was Shem and his family, and they 
lived in Asia ; and there was Ham and his 
family, and they lived, some in Asia, and some 
in Africa ; and there was Japheth and his 
family, and after a time they mostly lived in 
Europe — to which our little England belongs. 

But they did not separate and go so far away 
from each other at first. I dare say that for a 
good while they all kept pretty near to each 
other, and perhaps to that place where the ark 
rested, and where they came out of it, 

I dare say they had got fond of that wonder- 
ful ark, in which they had lived so long ; perhaps 
they only went down the mountain on to lower 
ground, from which they could often go back to 
pay visits to their old home. But soon some ot 
them would travel, a little further, and find a 
nicer country. Then one would say he would 
settle there with his family ; and another would 
go a little way in another direction ; and so on. 

None of them would have to buy land for a 
good while, because the world was so empty 
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that each one could take what he liked, and 
build his house, or pitch his tent, and get his 
sheep and cattle round him. 

And, of course, at first they all talked one 
language. They did not have to learn French 
and German, or Latin and Greek then, as boys 
and girls do now, because they were all brothers 
and sisters, or cousins, first, second, or third — 
all just parts of one large family, most of whom 
perhaps had either seen good old Noah, or if 
not, one of his sons, Shem, Ham, or Japheth. 
So you can understand that, of course, they all 
spoke one language. 

We do not know at all what that language 
was, for the Bible does not tell us ; and no one 
has been able to find out in any other way. 
A great many people would like to find out, 
but they cannot ; so I am just going to tell you 
now how it was that after a time many 
languages came to be spoken instead of one. 
The Bible does tell us that. 

It happened after a while, when there were 
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once more a good many people in the world, 
that they thought they would move on to a 
place that would suit them better than that part 
where they were ; and so they came to a 
country without hills — a flat sort of place — and 
there they settled to stay. 
. And then they began to think what they 
should do ; and they made a plan to build some- 
thing very great, something that should make 
people remember them, and that should keep 
them together too, and prevent them from 
being scattered all over the world. 

They thought that they would build a city, 
and a very tall tower, the top of which should 
reach to heaven. We may be sure that the 
giants before the Flood had built both cities 
and great towers ; indeed, we know that even 
Cain built something; and these people had 
heard of the old buildings, and meant to have 
some like them. So they set to work and 
began to build. They did not build with stone 
— perhaps there was not much stone in that part 
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of the world ; but there was some good clay to 
make bricks of, and something which did well 
for mortar. They were all very busy, and I 
dare say that they talked a great deal, 
and were very much delighted with their 
plan. 

It is not wrong for people to build cities or 
towers when they have a good reason for 
building them ; but there was something wrong 
with this plan, we know, because God was not 
pleased with it. 

I believe He saw that they were all getting 
too proud, and too much like those great giants 
before the Flood. And it was not God's 
will that the world should get into such a state 
again. He did not mean to allow it ; and so 
He determined to stop the building. And this 
is the way in which He did it. He just made 
them talk in a different way from what they had 
done before. Instead of talking one language, 
they began some to speak one language, and 
some another; so that people who understood 
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each other quite well before could not under- 
stand each other at all. 

It was miserable ; and I dare say they stood 
staring at each other, and not knowing what 
to do. They had thought that if they built 
this great place, then they would keep together 
and not be separated ; and now it was of no 
use to stay together when many could not under- 
stand what the others said. 

And so after all they had to separate and be 
scattered abroad in the earth ; and the little 
companies of people who went, one party here 
and another there, were just the beginnings of 
the different nations who live now, some in 
Syria, some in Egypt, some in Greece, some in 
India, some in Russia, some in France, Eng- 
land, and the other countries of the world. 

But the end of the tower which was meant 
to reach up to heaven was, that it was left half- 
built, and that it got called ' The Tower of 
Babel/ because the word Babel means con- 
fusion. 
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And now, little children, what are you to 
learn from this story ? You ought to learn 
something from all the Bible stones, you know ; 
because the Bible is not meant only to amuse 
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us. It is intended to teach us how to be good, 
and how to please God, 

Well, the story of the Tower of Babel shows 
us first how great and strong God is : does not 
it ? It shows us that He can stop men and 
women from doing anything when He chooses. 

And it shows us, too, that it is ot no use for 
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us to be making any plans unless they are plans 
which will please God, because He can stop us 
in a minute. 

Little children like to have plans, as well as 
•grown people : and plans are very nice things if 
they are good ones. But then little children 
must not say, 4 We will do this or that/ just be- 
cause they want to do it. They should always 
ask ' May we ?' and when they are told, ' No ; 
that would not be a good thing/ then they 
must not be cross, but recollect how the great 
plan about the Tower of Babel was stopped, 
because it was not a good one. 

And then, when God stopped this plan that 
was made by man, He had a plan of His own, 
which He carried out, and that was the plan of 
not having only one nation on the earth, but a 
great many nations. We do not know all the 
reasons why it was better : but He knew all 
about it. 

It made the greatest possible change in the 
world, you see : for if all the people had always 
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spoken one language, I dare say they would 
have kept much more in one part of the world,. 

instead of scattering all over it. 

It would have saved a deal .of trouble if .all 
the people in the world had gone on speaking 
pne language ; but then .it would also have 
stopped a great deal of the pleasure of 
travelling, which comes from seeing the different 
ways and customs of other people. If they had 
always spoken alike, I dare say they would 
have done much alike too ; and then, whenever 
they were inclined to do wrong, all the people 
in the world could easily have joined, if they 
had been disposed. So while people who have 
wicked hearts live in this world we can under- 
stand that, it is better that we should not all 
§peak the same language. 




CHAPTER II. 

A GRAND OLD MAN. 

We have been talking about all sorts of people 
lately ; but now I am going to fell . you about 
pne very grand old man, and I shall have so 
much to say about him that perhaps he .will 
last us for several talks ; so that when I have 
done he will seem like an old friend of yours. 

Of course, he was not always an old man ; 
only we do not know. much about him until he 
was of a pretty good age. . 

People did not live .to be so very old in his 
time . as they used to do before ; though some 
of the. very old men, of a long t,ime back.were, 
Still living in his time. '.!.]' 
;_ The name that was given to this great man 
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by his father, Terah, was Abram, which seems 
a curious name for a baby, because it meant ' a 
high father.' I do not know why it was given 
him, because I do not see how his father could 
possibly have known what a good name it would 
prove to be for his little boy ; but it was quite 
true that Abram was to be a high father, for he 
was to be the father of a whole nation, and of a 
very great nation too — I mean the Jews — who 
were to be God's chosen nation, and who were 
once a great people, and will be again some 
day. 

Yet Abram's father could never have guessed 
that when he gave him his name. 

God made it a little longer when he came to 
be an oldish man ; but for the present we will 
only call him Abram. 

Well, he was born in a place with a very 
short name— quite a tiny name, indeed. It was 
called Ur; but then the town Ur was in a 
country which had rather a long name — too 
long a name to tell you little ones to-day. I 
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just want you to repeat Ur over and over, and 
to try not to forget it ; for, indeed, I want you 
to recollect everything that I tell you about 
Abram. 

Now, when little babies are born, the grand- 
fathers and grandmothers are often very pleased ; 
and Abram had a great many. 

Your grandfather is the father of your father 
or mother. You may have two; and if the 
grandfather's father is living too, he is the 
great-grandfather. 

We do not know anything about Abram's 
mother ; but we read that his father's father was 
alive, and that this grandfather's grandfather 
was alive too. Yes ; and what is more curious 
still, even old Shem was living — Shem, the son 
of Noah — Shem, who once lived in the arjc. 
And Shem was a sort of grandfather — I mean 
a great, great, eight times over, grandfather, to 
little Abram ! For Shem lived to be a very old 
man : he was six hundred years old when he 
died. 
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So you may fancy, if you like, this little. 
Abram, who was to be such a high father, with 
a great number of grandfathers standing round x 
his little bed to look at him, or, perhaps, taking 
him, each one in turn, out of his mother's arms, 
and giving him a kiss. 

We do not know what sort of a boy Abrani 
was, nor what sort of a young man either 
When we first read about .him, he was a grown- 
up, elderly man, and he had a wife and a nephew. 
His wife's name was Sarai ; and his nephew's 
name was Lot. 

All his life he had lived among many of his 
own grandfathers, and uncles, and cousins, 
and they had taught him numbers of things. 
People certainly had not many books then, if 
they had any at all ; but they learnt by listening 
to the old men's talk. Abram may, perhaps, 

have heard old SKem tell about the time when : 

• - - » . » ., ...» 

he lived in the ark ; and he may have heard 
dther people tell how the building of the Tbwer • 
of Babel was stopped. 
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But I am afraid that he heard from them 
some things that were not good ; for, strange to 
say, even while old Shem was livingj who knew 
how God had spoken to Noah, there were some 
who had begun to make false gods to them- 
selves — idols that could not see or hear. Some 
of them looked at the sun, and felt his heat, 
and then thought that he was a god, and made 
an image of him ; and others, perhaps, wor* 
shipped some kinds of animals. Arid we know 
for certain that some of Abfam's relations had 
worshipped false gods.* But we do not read 
that he ever did so himself, and therefore we 
may just think of him as a man who had always 
believed only in the one true God, and who 
perhaps had often wished that he knew Him 

• . * • * " 

better. 

And now at length God was going to teach 
him a great deal about Himself: He was going 
to make Abram know him a great deal better * 

• * * 

by showing him how he might trust Him, as I 

* Josh. xxiv. 2. jfl 
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Yet Abram was getting to be an old man, and 
his wife was growing an old woman. They 
had waited a long time, and had not then even 
one little child : so this was a difficult thing to 
believe. But Abram did believe it, just because 
God said it. Yet it was many years before it 
came true. He was only seventy-five the first 
time that the promise came, and Sarai did not 
have a child until he was a hundred ! What 
a long time to wait ! Then God told him, you 
will remember, that all that land should some 
day be his children's land. 

So he spent his time in travelling about it ; 
and from time to time God appeared to him, 
and on one of these times He changed his name 
to Abraham, which means ' the father of a great 
multitude/ 

I have told you that he often moved about. 
At one time he would be at Bethel : then at a 
place called Sichem, and then at another called 
Moreh. Often he seems to have been in a 
flat plain place called Mamre; and one day, 
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now we must think about Abram's obedience, 
and about his starting away from his old 
home. 

We may be sure that after he had heard 
God's voice, he went and told his relations, and 
that most of them would say he had been 
dreaming. But some seem to have believed ; 
for his father, Terah, and his nephew, Lot, 
went with him ; and his wife, Sarai — she went 
too ; so Abram did not set out quite alone. 

Perhaps a few servants went with him also 5 
and, if sd, quite a little party set out for a new 
country, but yet without knowing which way to 
go ; and after a while they came to a place that 
was called Haran, which name was also the 
name of one of Abram's brothers who died 
before himself. At Haran old Terah fell ill 
and died, so they had to wait there a while. 
Afterwards they went on to the land of Canaan. 

And when Abram reached the land of Canaan 
he was richer than when he left Ur, for in Haran 
he got both riches and servants, who went 
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with him. God had said He would bless him, 
and already He had begun to do so. 

We should not think it a very long journey 
if he could have gone in a train ; but there 
were no trains then, and I don't think there 
were over many good roads. We do not know 
how they travelled ; but I think very likely they 
rode on camels most of the way. And when they 
got to Canaan, still they moved about from place 
to place, and did not live in houses, but only in 
tents, which can easily be taken down and car- 
ried about, as travellers do now. Yet, some- 
how, both Abram and Lot grew rich, and soon 
gained large flocks of cattle and sheep, and 
many servants to mind them. 

Then a very sad thing happened — the ser- 
vants quarrelled, and made their masters so 
uncomfortable that Abram said to his nephew, 
* We must part. You and your herdsmen must 
go one way, and I and mine will go another ; 
but you may choose.' 

So Lot looked about, and he saw the plain 
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of Sodom — that it was a good country for 
flocks and well watered by streams — so he 
chose to go there. But Lot made a great mis- 
take. He ought to have found out what sort 




of people lived there ; but he did not, and they 
turned out to be very wicked people. 

It must have been a sad parting for Abram, 
and perhaps for Lot too. But I think it was 
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worse for Abram, because he had no child of 
his own then, and Lot must have been like a 
son to him : but Abram knew that it was 
better to part than to quarrel, so the two com- 
panies separated. 

And then the Lord spoke to Abram again, 
after Lot was gone, and perhaps when Abram 
was feeling sad about his going. And God 
said, ' Lift up now thine eyes and look from 
the place where thou art .northward and south- 
ward, and eastward and westward, for all the 
land that thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy 
seed as the dust of the earth ; so that if a man 
can number the dust of the earth, then shall 
thy seed be numbered. Arise, walk through 
the land in the length of it, and in the breadth 
of it ; for I will give it unto thee.' 
, Those were the words that God spoke : and 
I will try »and tell you a. little of what they 
meant another time. But now I just want you 
to think of this, that God told Abram to travel 
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: about the land. When we are sad it is not 
good to sit still and do nothing. It is best to 
be moving about. And so when God bid him, 
"Abram made his people take down the poles of 
his tent, and went on to another flat place 
called the plain of Mamre, and there he built 
an altar to the Lord. 

He built an altar, I think, as the first thing 
that he did in every place where he stayed, .and 
he offered lambs or kids upon these altars. 
.God had given him all his lambs and sheep and 
kids and goats, and so he gave some back to 
God, .. It was his way of worshipping God. 

We do not offer sacrifices now, because the 
Xord Jesus Christ has come, and He offered 
Himself on the cross that God might forgive 
lis our. sins ; but we ought in some other way 
to give things back to God, to show that we 
thank Him for all. His kindness to us. 

Try and find out what sorts of things you 
can give. You need not kill a lamb and givfe 
jt. It would not be right for you to kill any- 
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thing ; but you can give something, I am sure : 
ask your mother to tell you what you can give. 

But I must go on with Abram's story. 

God came to him a good many times, and 
spoke to him ; so he must always have had a 
great deal to think about. He had no Bible to 
read, as we have, for the Bible was not written 
then ; and some things that we know he did 
not. Nor must you think that he always did 
right. No ; Abram was a man, and even the 
best men do wrong sometimes. The Bible 
tells us of two or three things that he did which 
were wrong : and of course there were many 
others. But then we are not sure whether he 
always knew that he was doing wrong, because 
he had no Bible to teach him. 

But he believed in God, the one true God ; 
and when God spoke, he knew that what He 
said was sure to come true. So we say that 
he had great faith ; and sometimes we call him 
1 the father of the faithful/ Well, once he had 

fjspB — something like a dream — and yet not 
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a dream ; and in it God told him that when he 
had many children, they would have to go 
down into a strange land, and that people would 
be cruel to them there. 

You will see how that came about : but Abram 
did not, for he was dead before it happened. 

People had curious customs then, and one 
was that a man used often to have more than 
one wife. They did not seem to know that it 
is not proper. And Abram had a sort of wife 
whose name was Hagar. And Hagar had a 
son whose name was Ishmael. Abram thought, 
I believe, that he was to be the son whom God 
had promised him ; but God said, 'No, it is to 
be Sarai's child, who is to be the promised son.' 

And an angel told Hagar that her son would 
be a wild man, his hand against every man, 
and every man's hand against him ; and by- 
and-bye, when you hear people talk about the 
wandering Arabs, you must remember that they 
are all the children of Abram and Hagar, 



CHAPTER III. 

THE PROMISES WHICH GOD MADE TO ABEAM. 

Now I think you all know what a promise is. 
' Mother promised me that, so I know I shall 
have it,' says some little child : and he is 
quite sure about it, because he can trust his 
mother. 

Just so, God promised those good things to 
Abram ; and he was quite sure that he should 
have them, because he could trust God. 

I want to talk to you to-day about those 
promises, and yet I hardly know how to make 
you understand how very good some of them 
were, because they were not about such things 
as little children care for. 

You like sugar-plums, and balls, and hoops, 
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and such things ; but you know that your father 
cares about different things from those. 

You are pleased though, I know, when grand- 
father lays his hand on your head and says : 
' God bless you, my child F and you know that 
to be a kind wish. Well, now, God Himself 
told Abram that He would bless him ; and 
when He said that, He meant that He w T ould 
do him all sorts of good. 

He told him also that He would make his 
name great, which meant that people would 
respect him so much that they would talk a 
great deal about him ; and He said that people 
who were kind to him would be blessed them- 
selves, but that people who were not kind to 
him would not be blessed, but quite the contrary. 

But God told him more than that ; for He 
said that one day Abram's children would be so 
many that they would make a great nation ; 
and that in a Sou of his all the families of the 
world would be blessed. ' In thy seed/ the 
promise said, and ' seed ' meant ' son.' 
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of heaven and said, ' Because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son, in blessing I will bless thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed* — 
children, you know — * as the stars of heaven, 
and as the sand upon the sea-shore ; and in thy 
seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed, 
because thou hast obeyed My voice/ 

You see how often God repeated that promise, 
' In thy seed shall all nations be blessed,' over 
and over again. God had told Eve that her 
seed, or child, should bruise the serpent's head. 
I dare say men had handed on that promise 
from one to another, and Abraham had heard 
of it. Eve was the mother of us all, and so 
Abraham was one of her children. Now, the 
promise about this wonderful seed was made 
again, and made to him over and over again. 

Perhaps he thought at first that Isaac himself 
was to be the Saviour ; but in time he found 
out that it was not so — only through a son of 
Isaac's that the blessing was to come. 
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And was not it a great honour ? Ah, yes ! 
he thought it was, I am sure, and so did Isaac 
when the same promise was made to him ; yet 
it was not even Isaacs own son, but a son a 
long way on. So people had to wait and wait ; 
and a great many of Abraham's children hoped, 
we may be sure, that this son would be their 
very own. 

And you little ones should try to remember 
that promise first made to Eve, and then 
repeated several times to Abraham and Isaac, 
that God was going some day to send a Saviour, 
who was the Lord Jesus Christ. None of 
them knew what His name was to be ; and 
they did not know about His life and death, 
and how He rose from the dead, which most of 
you, young as you are, know a little about, I 
dare say. They only knew that God had pro- 
mised a Saviour, and they believed because He 
had promised. 




CHAPTER IV. 

ISAAC LOSES HIS MOTHER AND GETS A WIFE. 

Well, Isaac grew up to be a man. 

We may be sure that he knew his father's 
history ; for Abraham must certainly have 
talked to his son many times about his old 
country, and how he came to leave it — about 
God's voice coming to him there, and many- 
times since; and about his long waiting for 
the promises to come true — about some that 
had come to pass, and how, therefore, he was 
sure that all the rest would in good time. 

And his mother Sarah talked to him too : 
we are quite sure she did ; and she would -tell 
him how long he had been promised to her 
before he came, and that then she was old 
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enough to be his grandmother. Ah ! I am 
certain they had beautiful talks together, and 
that they were fonder of each other even than 
most good mothers and sons usually are. 

But at last Sarah grew very old indeed ; and 
I dare say she was weak, and could not get 
about as she used to do. Perhaps for her sake 
they stayed longer in one place than they had 
done before when she was younger. 

At last she came to be one hundred and 
twenty-seven years old, and then she died. 

They were at Hebron then, living, no doubt, 
in tents, as they always did : and Sarah had 
one to herself. I dare say that Abraham and 
Isaac often sat by her while she lay ill. 

But when she was dead, Abraham was 
obliged to think where he could lay her dear 
body. He was still a sort of stranger in the 
country ; for though Canaan was promised to 
his children, he had not yet so much as one 
single field that he could call his own. 

. So he had to go to the people of the country, 
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and ask them if they would sell him a piece 
of ground in which he might lay his wife's 
body to rest, and which he might keep for a 
burying-place for his family. 

They answered him very politely : * Oh, you 
are a mighty prince : bury her just where you 
like/ God had made Abraham great, you see, 
as He said He would ; and so these people 
were very respectful to him. But he did not 
choose to have the ground given him. He 
said, 'No, I will buy it.' 

So he bought a field of them, and buried 
Sarah, and made a great mourning for her. In 
that country, when people have lost a relation, 
they cry very loud indeed, because they think 
that it is proper to cry aloud. I think that 
Isaac's heart was really very sad, and that he 
felt as if he could not do without his dear 
mother. Perhaps he was too sad to make 
much noise ; for his sorrow was not of that 
sort that is very loud and goes off quickly. It 
lasted a long time. Perhaps it kept him from 
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caring to get married. But after three years 
his father thought that he ought to have a 
wife ; and as Isaac did not choose one for him- 
self, he made up his mind to get one for him. 

Now Abraham did not like any of the young 
women of the land ; and I suppose Isaac did 
not like them either. So his father Abraham 
talked to his oldest servant about it. He 
thought he might die himself any day, and then 
Isaac would be left alone. So he told this 
servant, who was not a common servant, you 
know, but* a great man, and a very good and 
pious man too, that he must take a journey 
back to the country where Abraham's own 
relations lived, and see whether he could find 
any one of them who would come and be his 
son Isaac's wife. 

The servant was quite willing to go ; and he 
got ten camels ready, because I suppose he did 
not want to travel alone ; and he prepared 
presents, too, for the people whom he was 
going to visit, and for the young lady whom he 
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hoped to find, and then he set off on his 
journey. But I think he was very much afraid 
of making a mistake ; so when he came near to 
the gates of the city, he made his camels stop 
and kneel down by a well. I do not know why 
he made them kneel ; of course, they were not 
going to pray ; perhaps it was to keep them 
quite still. 

Horses could not have knelt down, could 
they ? but camels can kneel. So he made 
them kneel ; and then he prayed that God 
would show him the right person to ask. 

It was the custom for the young women of 
the place to come out in the evening to draw 
water out of the well ; and now he saw a good 
many coming, and I dare say they were very 
merry, and laughing and talking as they came 
towards the well. Abraham's servant was 
thirsty ; and his camels were thirsty, after their 
journey. So Eliezer (that was his name) asked 
God to give him a sign. He said : ' When 
I say, Give me drink, I pray thee, she, if she 
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is to be Isaac's wife, may say, Drink : and 
I will give thy camels drink also.' 

Well, he did not know even the girls' names 
or who they were ; and yet. the very first young 
woman that he spoke to turned out to be a 
grand-daughter of Abraham's eldest brother ; 
and her name was Rebekah. 

Although Eliezer had prayed for this sign, yet 
when Rebekah came up and gave him the very 
answer that he had prayed she might give, if 
she were the right woman, he was very much 
surprised. But soon he thought, 'God has 
answered my prayer ;' and of course he had. 

Rebekah was very beautiful, and, I suppose, 
very good-natured too, for she made haste to get 
the water out of the well for the travellers. And 
when the camels had done drinking, Eliezer 
took out the presents that Abraham had sent— 
a gold earring, and two gold bracelets, and put 
them on her ; and when he asked her name, 
he knew in a minute who she was ; and so he 
told her whose servant he was. So she invited 
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him to come in to her father's house, where 1 
dare say they were all very pleased, and came 

* 

crowding round him to hear about Abraham, 
whom they had not seen for such a long 

time. 

Then he told his errand ; and her father and 
brother directly said that it was God who had 
led him there ; and that they could not say a 
word against Rebekah's going. So they called 
her, and asked her * Would she go ? and she 
said she would. 

And so, you see, the business was soon done ; 
and very shortly after that Rebekah found 
herself on a camel's back, and riding away from 
her own family, to go and become the wife of 
this man whom she had never seen, but who 
was the son of that Abraham to whom God 
had spoken a great many years before in that 
very country. 

1 am sure she wondered a great deal what 
Isaac would be like, and what Abraham would 
be like, and what sort of a country she would 
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have to live in. Perhaps she asked many 
questions as they travelled along. 

And Isaac, I dare say he wondered too, 
whether his father's servant would bring any 
one with him. He was out in the field, think- 




ISAAC AND REBEKAH. 



ing and perhaps praying, when he saw the 
camels coming : and when Rebekah saw him, 
and was told who he was, she took a veil and 
covered herself. He was a stranger ; and she 
was shy, but I think that Isaac and Rebekah 
were soon very good friends, because the Bible 



58 THE PATRIARCHS. 

says that Isaac was comforted for the loss of 
his mother after he got his wife. 

Of course, he knew what God had said 
to Abraham about his having so many 
children that he would not be able to count 
them; but Isaac, like Abraham, had to trust 
and wait, for he himself only had two boys, 
who were twins ; and it was a good while 
before he had even them. They were not 
given him for twenty years. I think that Isaac 
had a very quiet life, at least until he got old, 
He feared and loved God, and did not have 
such troubles as his father had had. And God 
went on blessing him, as He had blessed Abra- 
ham ; so that he had more cows and sheep 
every year, and I dare say more asses and 
camels too. But in time he learnt that his 
many children were to be grandchildren. 

He built altars, too, as his father Abraham 
had done, and offered sacrifices on them and 
worshipped the one true God. 

Isaac was forty years old when he married 
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Rebekah, who was a sort of cousin of his, and 
a very beautiful woman, and he was sixty years 
old when his twin boys were born. 

Abraham was still alive then : and, indeed, he 
lived until those boys were fifteen years old. 
So he just saw the beginning of that great 
nation of which he was to be the father : and 
we may pretty well guess that he made very 
great pets of his two young grandsons. 

When at last he died, his own two sons, 
Ishmael and Isaac, buried him in the cave 
where Sarah had been laid before him ; and no 
doubt there was a great mourning over him. 



A 




CHAPTER V. 



ESAU AND JACOB. 

Isaac and Rebekah, as I told you, had only two 
children, and they were twins — Esau and Jacob. 
Esau was the elder; but even when they were 
born God told their mother that Jacob was to be 
a greater man than Esau. As they grew up Esau 
took to hunting wild animals ; but Jacob was a 
quiet man, and liked to stay at home and take 
care of his father's flocks. 

Unhappily Isaac petted Esau, because he 
liked the venison that he brought him, and 
Rebekah petted Jacob, and that sort of treat- 
ment made them to be jealous one of the 
other. And besides both Rebekah and Jacob 
were very impatient to have the promise of 
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Jacob's greatness come true ; and they did not 
wait and trust God as Abraham used to do. 

So one day, when Esau had been out hunting, 
he came in faint and hungry, and saw Jacob 
cooking up a very nice tempting-looking sort of 
red soup, and he cried, ' Oh, give me some of 
that red pottage T 

And if Jacob had been a kind, good brother, 
he would have said, ' Take as much as you like 
of it, Esau/ But no. Jacob thought, ' Now's 
my time ; I'll just make him sell me his birth- 
right/ So he said, ' Sell me the right to be called 
the eldest son, then, and you shall have some.' 

And Esau thought, ' I shall die if I don't get 
some -food ; what's the use of this birthright ?' 
So he sold it for this pottage or soup. After- 
wards he was very sorry, we know ; but that 
was of no use. It was as if the Prince of Wales 
were to sell to one of his brothers his right to 
be king after his mother, for though Isaac was 
not a king, yet he was a rich, great man ; so 
Esau was very foolish to sell that birthright. 
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There came a famine after that in the land ; 
that is, because there had not been much rain 
there was very little corn to make bread of; so 
Isaac thought he would go down into Egypt 

r * 

where there was plenty. But God appeared to 
him and said that he must not go down — he 
was to stay there and He would bless him. So 
then he began to sow in the land, and for every 
seed that he put into the ground he got a 
hundred when the seed was ripe. And soon 
he became so rich, and had so many servants, 
that the king of that part of the country 
was afraid of him, and asked him to move 
on. 

So they moved and moved, as Abraham had 
done, and wherever they went they had some- 
thing to do to make themselves comfortable. 
For one thing, they had always to look for 
water, unless they were near a river ; because 
there people had not cisterns and pipes and 
taps to run to. But either they must go to the 
nearest river, or else dig deep down into the 
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ground until they came to water, and so make 
a well. Then sometimes, when they had made 
a well, other people would come and try to take 
it away, and so there were fights about those 
wells. Yet, on the whole, Isaac lived a quiet 
life, and does not seem to have had great 
troubles till he was an old man. 

Then, when his sight grew dim, and he 
thought that soon he should die, he said to Esau, 
' Go, take your bow and arrows and kill some 
deer, and make me a nice dish of venison, and 
then I will bless you/ 

So Esau went out to hunt. 

But Rebekah heard what Isaac said, and she 
was determined that Jacob, not Esau, should 
get that blessing. So she told him to go to the 
flock and fetch two kids, and that then she would 
make a nice savoury dish for his father, and 
that as he could not see very well, Jacob could 
make him think that he was Esau. 

1 How very wicked !' you say ; and so it was. 

However, Jacob was not a boy, he was a fulk 
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grown man ; and he should have said, ' No, 
mother, I can't do anything so wicked ; I can't 
tell a lie and cheat my father. If God means 
to bless me, He can do it/ 

But he did not. He only said, ' My brother 
is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. , I 
dare say that my father will feel me, and then 
he will be very angry, and I shall not get a 
blessing at all. He will give me a curse 
instead/ 

Then Rebekah said, ' Upon me be thy curse, 
my son ; only obey my voice, and go fetch me 
them/ 

So he went. And Rebekah made things out 
of the skins of the kids, to put on his hands and 
on his neck ; and she made a very nice dish of 
meat for Isaac, and then sent Jacob in with it 
to his father. 

' My father/ said Jacob, and when Isaac 
asked, ' Who art thou ?' he told a downright lie, 
and said, ' I am Esau, thy firstborn/ Poor old 
Isaac, he wondered how he could have got back 
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so quickly ; and then Jacob said, ' Because the 
Lord thy God brought it to me ' — another lie. 

Then Isaac said, ' Come near, that I may 
feel you ;' so Jacob went near, and he felt him ; 
and then he said, ' The voice is Jacob's, but the 
hands are the hands of Esau. Are you really 
Esau ?' and Jacob said, * I am.' So Isaac 
blessed him ; and God made him able to say 
just what came true of his descendants — that 
means his children's children. But you will 
soon see that, for all that, Jacob's sin found him 
out, and that he had to suffer bitterly for it for 
many years. It spoilt his life % even though 
afterwards he became a better man and even a 
good man. 

Well, he had hardly gone out from his father 
and gone back, we may be sure, to his mother, 
to tell her how well he had got his own way, 
when Esau came in from his hunting ; and he 
too had made a nice tasty dish for the old man, 
and was in a great hurry to get the blessing. 

It was dreadful for poor old Isaac to hear 
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how Jacob had cheated him ; and he trembled 
very much when Esau said, ' I am Esau, thy 
firstborn/ and asked ' Who ?' ' Thy brother 
came and got the blessing/ he said ; ' yea, and 
he shall be blessed/ for he felt that he had not 
spoken out of his own head. 
; Isaac knew that his father Abraham and he 
himself were not like other men, because God 
had so often spoken to them and given them 
special promises ; and he knew then that God 
had given him power to say to Jacob what would 
come true. Perhaps Esau and Jacob both 
understood this too, and that made them so 
anxious about this blessing. 

And so Esau was most terribly disappointed 
when he found that he had lost it, and he cried 
out with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and 
said : ' Hast thou but one blessing ? Bless me, 
even me also, O my father !' 

Then Isaac did bless him ; and he was able to 
say . what would come true of him too ; for he 
Said that he should live. by his sword, in a good 
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land. At one time he was to serve his brother, 
but afterwards he should get free, he said. 




This was a blessing for his children, more 
than exactly for himself: and Esau's children 
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did serve the children of Jacob, and afterwards 
got free of them. His children were called the 
Edomites, because Esau was called Edom as 
well as Esau, and the Edomites were a great 
and strong people for many long years, and 
many of them are living still about that part oi 
the world. 

But I must not forget to tell you that Esau 
was not only disappointed about the blessing — 
he was also very angry with J#fcob. Indeed, 
he got into such a rage about it that he declared 
that as soon as his father was dead he would 
kill him ; and those passionate words of Esau 
were told to Rebekah, and of course she was 
very frightened at them. But she did not iWrtt 
to frighten Isaac. Perhaps she, like Esau, 
thought that he was soon going to die. It was 
a mistake ; for Isaac lived a great many years 
after that. Perhaps he was very poorly then, 
and got better. 

But as Rebekah had deceived Isaac once, 
she thought she must deceive him again, and 
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make some excuse to get Jacob out of his 
brother's reach. So she began telling Isaac 
how anxious she was about the sort of wife that 
Jacob should choose. Esau had married two 
wives whom they did not like at all : for in 
those days you remember people did not know 
that it was wrong to have two wives at once ; 
and Rebekah said that if Jacob # went and 
married one of the women of that land, too, she 
should have no happiness in her life. So she 
said : l Send him away to my old country, and 
let him find a wife among my people. 1 And 
Isaac liked the idea, and did as she wished. 

It must have been hard for Rebekah to- part 
from her pet son : and she could not tell how 
long Jacob's stay away would be. Even if it 
were not so very far away, yet roads were few, 
and the way was often so difficult, that when a 
man went any distance he often stayed. Be 
sides, Jacob was really going to get away from 
Esau, and though I dare say she hoped that 
Esau would soon forgive, and that she could 



i 



72 THE PATRIARCHS. 

soon send and fetch Jacob home, yet when 
Rebekah kissed her son and bid him good-bye, 
she could not tell whether she should ever see 
him again ; and I do not think she ever did : 
but the Bible says no more about her, and so 
we cannot telL 

After that she may have had many weary 
years to think over all her deceit and to wish 
she had not acted as she did. I dare say she 
often had a great longing to see Jacob's dear 
face again ; and he most likely longed too to see 
his mother. But the wrong thing was done, and 
they had to bear all that came of their great 
fault. When people want very much to do 
something which is not right, they often do it 
without thinking much about what will happen 
afterwards ; and then, when it is done, and the 
pleasure is all over — then there comes the 
horrible fear of being found out, and then per- 
haps the shame or the punishment. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Jacob's visit to his uncle's house. 

' And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and 
charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt 
not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 
Arise, go to Padan-Aram, and take thee a wife 
from thence of the daughters of Laban, thy 
mother's brother. And God Almighty bless 
thee, and multiply thee, that thou mayst be a 
multitude of people, and give thee the blessing 
of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee, 
that thou mayst inherit the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, which God gave to Abraham.' 

There, I have told you a good many of the 
very words that Isaac said this time, because 
now, I think, you can understand most of them. 



74 THE PATRIARCHS. 

You see, Jacob was to go to that place with a 
long name which we had once before. 

But do you know what Isaac meant by that 
word Almighty? He said God Almighty — 
what did he mean ? Why, he meant that God 
can do everything. He has all might and 
power ; and you will see that these old people 
generally called God by this name. 

Well, Jacob started away from Beersheba, 
where the family were living just then, and 
he turned towards that place where Abraham 
rested, and where his father, Terah, died when 
he came from Ur into Canaan — I mean 
Haran. 

And when the sun went down and it got 
dark, Jacob lay down on the ground to sleep ; 
and he took some of the stones on the ground 
and made a pillow of them. It must have been 
a very hard pillow, but he had no better one. 
Then he slept, and dreamed that he saw a 
ladder set up on the earth and reaching to 
heaven. Angels seemed to be going up and 
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down the ladder, and the Lord stood above it, 
and said, ' I am the God of Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and I will be thy God ; and this land on 
which thou liest shall belong to thee and to thy 
children ; and in thee and thy seed shall all 
families of the earth be blessed. And I will be 
with thee and keep thee, and bring thee again 
to this land.' 

Then Jacob waked, and he was afraid. He 
said, ' Surely God was here, and I did not 
know it.' And early in the morning he built 
up the stones on which he had laid his head, 
and made a pillar of them, and poured oil on 
them, and said, ' If God will be with me, and 
keep me, and give me bread to eat, and clothes 
to put on, so that I shall come back to my 
father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be 
my God, and this stone shall be God's house, 
and I will give the tenth of what God gives me 
back to Him.' 

Jacob must have felt very solemn as he went 
along after that, and by-and-by he reached the 
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place where his uncle Laban lived. First he 
saw a well, and three flocks of sheep lying near 
it, waiting to be watered ; and when some men 
came to roll away the stone that covered the 
well, he asked them, ' Know ye Laban ?' and 
they said, ' Yes, and this is Rachel, his daughter, 
coming with the sheep. 1 

So he went to meet her, and told her who he 
was ; and she ran off to tell her father, and 
then Laban ran out to meet Jacob, and invited 
him into his house, and he stayed a month with 
him. 

Afterwards Laban said, ' Stay with me and 
help me, and tell me what wages you would 
like/ Jacob said, ' I should like your daughter 
Rachel for my wife/ for Rachel was very 
beautiful, and Jacob loved her very much 
already. 

So Laban said, ' Yes, I will give her to you, 
if you will work for me seven years/ 

And Jacob worked the seven years, and they 
seemed like one day to him, because he was so 
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fond of her ; but when they were ended Laban 
cheated him, and gave him his other daughter, 
Leah, instead. Afterwards, however, Jacob got 
Rachel too, and he worked seven years for each 
— fourteen years together — and then he worked 
six years more for a good deal of cattle ; and 
so he got a great many cattle for his own, and 
so grew rich. 

Altogether Jacob had four wives and twelve 
sons ; but after a time he and Laban did not 
agree, and God told him to go back to his own 
home. And Jacob told Leah and Rachel that he 
should take them all away and go back to his own 
father ; and as they were quite ready to go with 
him, they all set off without even telling Laban. 
Of course, Laban did not like that, and he ran 
after them and overtook them, and said, ' Why 
did not you let me kiss my daughters before you 
took them away ?' But at last they all parted 
friends. 

And Jacob and his company went quietly on 
again, until he heard that his brother Esau was 
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coming to meet them, and four hundred men 
with him. Jacob had sent a message to tell 
Esau that he was returning home, and I suppose 
he only expected a message back ; but when he 
heard of the four hundred men he was very 
much frightened, and thought that Esau was 
still angry. And he divided his people into 
two companies, saying that if Esau came and 
killed those in front, the others could run away 
and escape. 

He sent his two companies on in front, and a 
large present of the animals too for Esau ; but 
he himself stayed behind, and prayed to God 
very earnestly to take care of them all, and not 
let Esau hurt them. 

They had to pass over the river at a place 
where it ran shallow, that is, a place where there 
was scarcely any water. It was called the ford 
Jabbok. It was evening when he sent them 
all over. And Jacob was left alone ; and there 
wrestled a man with him unto the breaking 
of the day ; and at last the hollow of Jacob's 
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thigh was out of joint. Jacob did not know 
who he was ; but I think that he guessed that 
this was not any common man, because he said, 
1 1 will not let thee go unless thou bless me.' 
And then he said, * What is thy name ?' and he 
said, ' Jacob/ And he said, * Thy name shall 
no more be called Jacob, but Israel ; for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with men, 
and hast prevailed.' 

I cannot explain this wonderful part of Jacob's 
story ; but I just tell it as it is told in God's 
Book. 

Next morning Jacob went on, and soon they 
saw Esau coming ; and Jacob watched all the 
different companies going up to him and bow- 
ing. I am sure he must have felt easier when 
he saw that Esau did not hurt them. 

The two brothers met at last, after twenty 
years' separation ; and Esau asked, ' What were 
all those animals that I saw ?' And Jacob said, 
4 For a present — to find grace in the sight of 
my lord/ Does it not sound strange for one 
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brother to call the other my lord ? Yes, it doe? 
seem very odd to us ; but you. must know that 
in that country people often speak very, politely ; 
and, you see, Jacob wished now to make Esau 
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forget how once he, had got the birthright and 
the blessing from him. 

At first Esau said, ' Oh ! I have enough- 
keep the present, my brother;' but Jacob, 
pressed him so much that at last he took it. 
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l . Still, . I think .that Jacob was rather. afraid of 
his brother, because when Esau said, ' My men 
will go on. before you/ Jacob said that jiis cattle 
and children would. go too slowly; and I think 
he was .very pleased when at . Jast Esau bid 
them all good-bye, and went back to. his pwa 
country. 

Then Jacob and. his people, and his sheep, 
and cattle went gently on ; and after a while he 
pitched his tent in the land of Canaan, and 
bought a .piece of ground in it; but he did not 
stay and live on his own bit of land— he went 
on.tQ Bethel, where. he had that vision sp many 
years before about the ladder set up to heaven ; 
^nd there his rnother's old nurse, Deborah, died, 
and was buried under an oak. We do not 
know how she came to^ be there ; but perhaps 
she had heard that, Jacob was coming back to 
Canaan, and had gone out to meet. him. 

We do not. hear a word about his mother ; sp 
I suppose she was dead already. But God ap- 
peared to Jacob. there once more, and blessed 

6—2 4 



84 THE PATRIARCHS, 

him, and told him again that he was to be 
called Israel 

Little Benjamin, his youngest son, was born 
after that ; and next, his dear wife, Rachel, died; 
and that was a great sorrow for him. After 
that, Jacob went on to his old father, Isaac, 
who was still living at a place which had two 
names, Mamre and Hebron. 

I think it was soon afterwards that old Isaac 
died, at the age of one hundred and eighty, and 
then Esau and Jacob met once again to bury 
him. And I hope that over the grave of their 
father they forgot the old quarrel about the 
blessing. 

Isaac was buried in the cave of Machpelah, 
which Abraham had bought long before to 
bury Sarah in, and where Abraham himself was 
buried. A good many years afterwards Jacob 
was buried there himself too, and Leah, his 
wife, was laid there. But you see Rachel died 
on her journey ; and she was buried where she 
died, very near the town of Bethlehem, where 
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the Lord Jesus Christ was bom ; and Jacob 
set up a pillar over her grave. Rachel had only 
two sons ; but you will soon see how Jacob 
loved them. Their names were Joseph and 
Benjamin. I think they were better sons to 
Jacob than some of the others ; at least, we do 
not hear of any bad things which these two 
young ones did. Perhaps losing their dear 
mother made them often feel sad ; and then, 
when they saw their father sad, they would try 
to comfort him, and so perhaps they grew up 
gentle and kind. 




CHAPTER VII. 

JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS. 

And now we have come to one of the most 
beautiful stories in the Old Testament — the 
story of Joseph, Jacob's best son, and the son 
of his dear wife Rachel. 

After his mother's death, I dare say that his 
father took particular care of him, and so he 
got to be very fond of his father. But we do 
not know anything about him until he was 
seventeen years old — almost a young man, you 
see. 

Then one day, when he was out in the field 
with some of his brothers, he saw them doing 
some wicked things, and went and told his 
father. 
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Now, it is not a good thing to tell tales about 
every little thing ; but it is right to tell when 
Cruel and wicked things could be stopped by 
telling. It would be wrong not to tell if you 
saw some one being cruel to your little brother, 
or stealing something out of the house.^ 
We do not know what Joseph told ; so we do 
not know whether he was right or wrong ; but 
we know that his brothers were in a great rage 
with him. 

And besides, they saw that their father loved 
him very much ; for Jacob had made him a 
coat of many colours to show how much* he 
loved him. You would not like such a coat as 
that, I think, but in that country a boy would 
like it very much. But this present made his 
brothers very jealous ; and they were wicked 
enough to hate him for having it. Besides that, 
Joseph had two dreams, which he told to his 
brothers, and they made them hate him all the 
more. 

One dream was that they were all binding 
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sheaves in the field, and that his sheaf stood up, 
and all the other sheaves bowed down to it. 

The other dream was that the sun and moon 
and eleven stars all bowed to him, and then 
even his father said : ' What, do you think that 
your mother and I and your brothers are all 
going to bow down to you ?' Yet the dreams 
came true ; and he perhaps had a feeling that 
they would come true; and I suppose Joseph 
had a feeling that they were not common 
dreams ; but still it was of no use to tell them, 
and so make all his family think him a conceited 
boy. 

After that his brothers went out to some 
distance with the flocks, and Israel sent Joseph 
to see how they got on, never thinking what 
cruel thoughts were in their minds. But as 
soon as they saw him a long way off, they made 
up their minds to kill him. * Behold this 
dreamer cometh,' they said ; ' let us kill him and 
throw him into this pit, and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams/ 
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But his eldest brother, Reuben, said, ' No ; 
do not kill him, but cast him into this pit/ 
thinking to himself that he would get him out 
and take him back to his father. So they put 
him into the empty pit, after they had stripped 
his coat of many colours off him, and would 
have left him there ;. but just then there passed 
by a company of travelling merchant-men ; and 
Judah, another of his brothers, said : ' We had 
better sell him, and not kill him, for he is our 
own brother, after all/ 

. So they sold the poor lad to these people ; 
and they took him down into Egypt, right 
away from his dear old father, and his own 
little brother, Benjamin, and everything he 
loved. 

But Reuben was not with them when they 
did it ; and when he came back, and could not 
find Joseph, he was so distressed that he took 
hold of his own clothes and tore them. People 
don't do so here ; but they did in that land, 
and at that time, when they were in sorrow. 
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Then the other cruel brothers took the coat of 
many colours, and when they had killed a kid 
they dipped it in the blood ; and this they 
brought to their old father, saying that they had 
found it so. Was it his son's coat or not ? 

* Yes/ he said, * it is my son's coat : an evil 
beast hath devoured him. Joseph is without 
doubt torn in pieces.' Some of them tried to 
comfort him, when they saw his bitter grief — 
Reuben perhaps, who did not know the truth, 
and his daughters, who very likely did not 
know. But Israel would not be comforted. 
He said, ' I will go down to the grave mourn- 
ing for my son.' 

When he was a young man, you know how 
he had deceived his own father, and now his 
sons deceived him still more cruelly. 

And what cruel young men they must have 
been to leave their own father to think such a 
dreadful thing about his boy- — when they could 
have told him the truth, and tried to go after 
Joseph to get him back ! 
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I dare say they sometimes wished they had 
not done it 5 still, they let their father fret and 
suffer rather than confess the truth. It is 
easier to do a bad thing than to undo it. 

Well, Joseph was carried down into Egypt ; 
and he was bought by an officer of the King of 
Egypt, to be his servant. 

You may be sure that he had begged very 
hard not to be sold, and that he cried a great 
deal when he found himself being taken away ; 
and often afterwards he must have had many a 
fret when he thought of his poor old father and 
his home. But Joseph was young ; and young 
people more easily forget sorrow than old ones 
do. Besides, he soon found himself in a land 
where there was a great deal to see and to 
learn ; for Egypt was a country full of clever 
people, and they knew a great deal there that 
Joseph did not know, and could do a great many 
things that he could not do. They had great 
buildings, and in the buildings there was a 
great deal of a curious sort of writing — not like 
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what you see in letters or in booka — but all made 
up of rows of little pictures. 
. It was a very rich country too, because corn 
and other things grew jso fast and so easily that 
the Egyptians could sell to other countries, and 
still have enough for . themselves ; yet in one 
part of Egypt it never rains ! That, sounds 
funny, does it not ? And you wonder how the 
fields get watered. Well, I will tell you. . 

A fine river runs through Egypt ; and at one 
part of the year this river flows up, from 
another country, quite full ; and at last it over- 
flows its banks, because* in the country where, 
this river rises or begins, there is so very much 
rain that it makes the river swell. The Egyptians 
had, long before this, dug great ditches and 
canals for the water to run into,, instead oC 
going all oyer the ground ; and they had put 
gates to these canals, so that they could shut 
the water up,. or. let it out, just as they 
wished. 
^ The water was full too of a quantity of rich 
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Slime, which made the ground very fruitful, so 
that things grew easily there. 

There was a king in Egypt, and his name 
was Pharaoh ; indeed, all the kings were called 
Pharaoh, one after another. And under the 
King there were officers to rule the people and 
keep them in good order. 

Potiphar was the name of the one who 
bought Joseph ; and he took a fancy to the lad, 
and was kind to him, and treated him well for 
some time. 

And the Lord was with Joseph, and Joseph 
did not forget God ; but tried to serve Him in 
Egypt as much as if he had still been in 
Canaan. So his master saw that he could trust 
him, and he soon left him to manage every- 
thing for him. He was a good-looking young 
man, and soon he became a prosperous one — I 
mean by that, that he got on well with all his 
business. 

But his master's wife told a great lie about 
him. She said to Potiphar that he was a very 
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wicked man ; and his master believed her, and 
so got very angry, and took Joseph and put 
him into prison. 

That was another trouble for him, and, of 
course, it made him sad again. But still 
Joseph trusted in God, though he could not see 
why He let such dreadful things happen to 
him ; so he just tried again to do his very best 
And God did not leave him : He was with him 
in prison too, and He made the keeper of the 
prison to be kind to him. Wherever he was, 
God gave him wisdom to behave well, and 
made him clever in managing his business ; and 
so in prison the keeper soon found him very 
useful, and left all the other prisoners under his 
care, because he could trust him. 

At that time the King sent some prisoners 
there who had been two of his great officers. 
One was his chief butler, and used to have the 
care of all his wine, and the other was the chief 
baker. 

They had both offended the King, and so he 
had sent them to prison. 
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Well, the keeper put them under Joseph's 
charge ; and one morning Joseph found them 
both looking very sad, because each had had a 
dream which troubled him, and neither could 
find any one to tell the meaning of his dream. 

Joseph said, * Is it not God only who can 
tell such things ? Tell the dreams: to me.' 

Then the butler said, ' In my drqam behold 
a vine was before me ; and in the vine were 
three branches, and it was as though it budded, 
and the blossoms shot forth, and the clusters 
thereof brought forth rich grapes ; and 
Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took 
the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's 
cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's 
hand.' 

Then Joseph spoke, for he felt that God had 
given him the meaning j and he said, ' The 
three branches mean three days ; and in three 
days you will get out of prison and give 
Pharaoh his cup as you used to do, and then, 
pray, think of me ; for, indeed, I was stolen 
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away out of the Hebrews' land, and I have 
done nothing to deserve to be sent to prison.' 

When the chief baker heard this nice explana- 
tion of the butler's dream, he told his dream too, 
and said, ' that in his sleep he thought he had 
three baskets full of baked meats for Pharaoh 
on his head ; but that the birds came and stole 
them away.' 

4 Ah !' Joseph said again, ' the three baskets 
mean three days ; and in three days the King 
will hang you on a tree, and the birds will 
come and eat your flesh.' 

Well, both those men found that what Joseph 
said came true ; for the butler was taken back 
to his place on the King's birthday, and the 
poor baker was hanged. 

And yet that chief butler was so ungrateful 
that he quite forgot Joseph after all. 






CHAPTER VIII. 

pharaoii's dreams, and what they led to. 

Now you will see why God gave Joseph that 
power to explain dreams. Dreams do not often 
mean anything ; but in old times, when there 
was no Bible, God sometimes spoke to men by 
dreams. 

And now King Pharaoh had two dreams 
which troubled him very much, because he was 
sure that they meant something. He sent for 
his wise men, and when they could not tell him, 
then the chief butler remembered Joseph and 
told the King about him. So Pharaoh sent for 
him, and Joseph had to change his prison 
clothes, and shave himself, and make himself fit 
to stand before the King. 
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When he got to the palace the King told him 
his trouble, and that he had heard of him as a 
man who could explain dreams. But Joseph 
said, ' It is not in me. God shall give Pharaoh 
an answer of peace.' So then the King told 
him. * In my* dream, behold there came up out 
of the river seven kine,' which meant cows, ' fat- 
fleshed and well-favoured, and they fed in a 
meadow. And behold seven other kine came 
up after them, poor, and ill-favoured,' — shabby 
cows, you know, — ' and lean-fleshed, such as I 
never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness ; 
and the lean and ill-favoured kine did. eat up 
the first seven fat kine : and w r hen they had 
eaten them up, it could not be known that they 
had eaten them ; but they were still ill-favoured 
as at the beginning.' 

I thought I would tell you here just Pharaoh's 
very words. You never saw cows eat cows, did 
you ? And Pharaoh did not really see such a 
thing ; he only dreamt that he saw seven thin 
cows eat up seven fat ones, and yet not look any 
■ fatter. 
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Then he went to sleep, and dreamt again that 
he saw seven good and fine ears of corn come 
up on one stalk, and then seven poor, miserable 
ears come up after them ; and he dreamt that 
these seven thin ears of corn ate up the seven 
fine ones ! And that was a still stranger thing to 
see ! Pharaoh was sure that these dreams had 
a meaning, and Joseph soon told him that they 
certainly had, but that they both meant the 
same thing. 

And the meaning was this : God was going 
to send first seven years of great plenty, and 
of good harvests of corn ; and then He was 
going to send seven years when the corn would 
not grow, and when there would be scarcely 
anything to eat — seven years of famine, you 
know, and such a bad famine as had hardly 
ever been known in Egypt. 

But why did God tell them this beforehand ? 
Can you guess ? 

Joseph told Pharaoh why He did. He said 
it was that they might save up all they could in 



THE PATRIARCHS. 




JOSEPH EXPLAINING PHARAOH'S DREAM. 

the seven years of plenty, and keep it till the ' 
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famine time, so that then they should not be 
starved. And he said that God had made him 
have two dreams very much alike, that he might 
know that it was quite true and certain that this 
was going to happen. 

Besides that he advised Pharaoh to choose 
some very wise man and set him over all the 
land of Egypt to manage all this saving up of 
corn ; and that every year in the seven good 
years this man should make the people bring 
the fifth part of their food to the king's store- 
houses, to be kept till the famine-time. 

Well, King Pharaoh listened, and he felt sure 
that it was God who was making Joseph know 
all this, and give such good advice : and the 
people who stood by him thought so too. 

So Pharaoh said to them, l Can we find such 
an one as this is ? A man in whom the Spirit 
of God is ?' And then he turned to Joseph and 
said : ' As God has showed you all this, there 
is no one so wise as you are, so you shall be 
the man. You shall rule my house and my 
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people ; and you shall be next to me in 
Egypt.' 

Then Pharaoh took a ring off his own hand, 
and he put it on Joseph s hand, and dressed 
him in fine clothes, and put a gold chain round 
his neck ; and he made him ride in the second 
best chariot, or carriage, that he had, and made 
men run before the chariot, crying out, * Bow 
the knee ! Bow the knee P 

And so, you see, Joseph was taken out of 
prison, and made a great man all in one day. 
How surprised he must have been ! 

But, besides that, Pharaoh gave him for his 
wife the daughter of a great man ; and he had 
two sons born in Egypt. 

Joseph was seventeen years old when he had 
his own two dreams. We do not know how 
old he was when he was sold into Egypt ; but 
he was thirty years old when he stood before 
Pharaoh, so we may suppose that he had been 
in Egypt a great many years. 
'•. He had suffered a great deal, and learnt a 
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great deal. And if, when he was a boy, he was 
inclined to be conceited, he had had plenty to 
humble him. 

And so God had prepared him to do this 
great work in Egypt, and to be a great man. 

His next seven years must have been very 
busy ones, for he had to gather in all the corn 
that could be spared from all parts of the land, 
and store it up in the cities ; and there was a 
great quantity. 

He did not go about carrying corn himself, 
you know ; but he had officers and servants to 
do it, and to keep bringing him the stores. 
I dare say, people grumbled, and would not 
believe that any famine was coming, and no 
doubt he had plenty of trouble ; but when the 
eighth year came it was all different, for the corn 
•and other things were very poor. I suppose 
that the river did not overflow to water the 
land ; at any rate, it was a very bad harvest ; 
and the next year it was no better ; and so each 
year, to the end of the seven bad years, things 
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only got worse and worse, instead of better and 
better. 

The famine came just as Joseph had said it 
would, and Pharaoh's dream had come true; 
and then the people went crying to the King, 
and he sent them to Joseph ; and the poor 
hungry Egyptians were very glad to go to him 
for bread, and he opened the storehouses and 
sold to them. Perhaps they had laughed at 
him before ; but now we may be sure that he 
was a great favourite, and people thought there 
was no one like Joseph. 

The famine was not only in Egypt, however. 
It was in all the lands around ; and it was very 
bad in Canaan, where old Jacob lived. 

The people in other countries heard that 
Egypt had stores of corn, and therefore they 
went to buy there ; and Jacob heard among the 
rest ; and he said to his sons, * Why do you look 
one upon another ? I have heard that there is 
corn in Egypt. Go down and buy, that we may 
live, and not die.' 
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So Joseph's brothers went down — all except 
the youngest, Benjamin. H is father would not let 
him go, for fear anything should happen to him. 

Now, Egypt was not far off: it was one of 
the next countries to Canaan, and they could 
reach it in a few days. 

They made haste, we may be sure, because 
they wanted food ; but they never thought who 
they should see. If Joseph were living there, he 
was only a poor slave, and would not come in 
their way, they thought. Perhaps Joseph had 
other thoughts ; perhaps he half hoped that the 
famine would bring some one down who would 
tell him of his old home. 

At any rate, when they came bowing before 
him, as he had once dreamt they should, he knew 
them, though they did not know him. About 
fifteen years had passed since they saw each 
other ; and now he was grandly dressed as 
governor of that great land ; but they were 
dressed just as they used to be, for fashions did 
not change then. 
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So he knew them ; but he did not seem to 
know them. No ; he made himself strange to 
them, and spoke roughly, and said, * Whence 
come ye ?' And they said, ' From the land of 
Canaan to buy bread.' But he said, ' Ye are 
spies/ by which he meant, * You have just come 
to see how you can get into this land and take 
it for your own/ People had done that before ; 
and Joseph knew that his brethren were bold 
fellows, and had many servants whom they 
could arm if they liked. 

They said, * Nay, we are all one man's 
sons.' But he said again, * Nay, but ye are 
spies.' 

Then they said, 'Thy servants are twelve 
brethren, the sons of one man in Canaan, and, 
behold, the youngest is this day with our father, 
and one is not.' 

That must have made Joseph quite sure that 
these were his brethren ; and now he wanted to 
see Benjamin very much indeed, so he said that 
they should all stay there in prison until this 
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youngest brother came down, and that they 
must send and fetch him. 

And for three days he kept them shut up, 
and then he changed his mind, and said that 
only one should stay till the rest came back, 
and that the others should go and fetch Benja- 
min. I dare say he was afraid that they had 
done some harm to him. 

He spoke in Egyptian, so they did not know 
that he understood all that they said, and so 
they began to talk together whilst he was by : 
for now that they were in such trouble, and had 
been in prison themselves, they remembered 
their old sin, that wicked thing which they had 
done to Joseph, and they said to each other : 
1 Oh ! we were wrong about our brother, when 
he begged so hard that we would not leave him 
in the pit, and that we would not sell him, and 
we would not hear.' And Reuben said, ' Did 
not I tell you so ? Did not I say, Do not sin 
against the child ; and you would not hear. That 
is the reason why all this has come upon us.' 
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Joseph heard all that ; and he was obliged to 
go away to hide his tears, for it made him cry 
when they spoke so ; and then he went back 
and said that Simeon was to stay : and he 
bound him before them all. Then he told his 
servants to fill all their sacks with corn, and to 
give them food for the journey too. 

So they laded their asses, and set off on their 
journey back : but before they had gone very 
far, one of them opened his sack to get out 
some corn for his ass, and he saw that all the 
money that he had paid had been put back. 
That frightened them all : for they thought 
that it was meant to get them into trouble. 
So they made haste to their old father and 
told him all about it ; and then, when they 
all opened their sacks, each one found his 
money in it ! 

And they were dreadfully frightened. As for 
poor old Jacob, he said : ' Me have ye bereaved 
of my children. Joseph is not, and Simeon 
is not: and ye will take Benjamin away.' 



PHARAOH S DREAMS, AND WHAT THEY LED TO. IJ3 

Reuben answered, * I f I do not bring him back 
safely, you may kill both my boys.' He was 
trying to persuade his father to trust Benjamin 
with him when he said that ; but Jacob said, 
1 My son shall not go down with you ; for his 
brother is dead, and he is left alone ; if mischief 
befall him by the way in which ye go, then 
shall ye bring down my grey hairs with sorrow 
to the grave.' 

But at last, when- neafrly all the corn was 
eaten, he asked his elder sons to 'Go again 
and buy a little food.' Then Judah said, 'If 
thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go 
down and buy thee food, but if thou -wilt not 
send him, we will not gp down-: for the man 
said to us, Ye shall not see my face except your 
brother be with you/ And Jacob said, ( Why 
were you so unkind as to say anything about 
your brother ?' 

Judah explained that they could not help it 2 
and he said, ' Let him go : and if I do not 

8 



i 



114 THE PATRIARCHS, 

bring him back safely, let me beaMhe blame 
for ever.' 

So at last Jacob said ; ' If it must be so, do 
this ; take of the best fruits in the land in your 
vessels, and carry down the man a present— a 
little balm, and a little honey, spices and myrrh, 
nuts and almonds, and take double money in 
your hand ; and the money that was brought 
again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it down 
again : perhaps it was a mistake. Take also 
your brother and go ; and God Almighty give 
you mercy before the man, and send away your 
other brother and Benjamin. If I be bereaved 
of my children, I am bereaved.' 

That was a, sad cry ; for it meant that if he 
were to lose his children, it must be so. He 
could not help it except by letting them all die 
of hunger. 




CHAPTER IX. 

THE GOING DOWN INTO EGYPT. 

So it was all settled ; and the ten brothers took 
the presents which their father bid them carry 
with them, and Benjamin ; and they went down 
to Egypt, and stood before Joseph again. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them 
he told the steward of his house to bring them 
all home and to get a feast ready for them : 
for ' these men,' he said, ' shall dine with me at 
noon.' 

The men must have been frightened when 
they heard that ; for they thought he was going 
to ask about that money, and that he would 
pretend to think they had stolen it. 

So they began to explain all about it to the 
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steward ; but he soon made them comfortable 
by saying : ' Peace be to you. Your God and 
the God of your father hath given you treasure 
in your sacks. I had your money ; and then 
he brought Simeon out to them. 

The steward gave them some food for their 
asses, top, and some water to wash their feet 
after their journey. 

As soon as they were comfortable, they 
began to get their present ready ; and when 
Joseph came in, the first thing they did was to 
give it to him, and to bow down very low 
before him. 

I wonder if you could guess what was almost 
the first word that Joseph said to his brothers I 
Ah ! he wanted to know about his father; and 
so he said, ' Is your father well ? the old man 
of whom ye spake — is he yet alive ?' 

And they answered, ' Thy servant our 
father is in good health. He is yet alive.' 
And then they bowed again. 

They were eleven men, you know; and 
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Joseph looked at every one to pick out Benja* 
min, who must have been a good deal altered 
since he last saw him ; for he was a boy then. 
But as soon as he had picked him out, he 
asked, ' Is this your younger brother ?' And 
then he said, ' God be gracious to thee, my son.' 

But he could not say any more, because his 
heart was too full ; he had to go away to his 
own room to have a good cry. Then he 
washed his face, and went back and said, ' Set 
on bread :' and they set on for him by himself* 
and for them by themselves, and for the Egyp- 
tians by themselves, because they would not eat 
with Hebrews — that was what Joseph and his 
family were called. 

But what his brothers could not make out 
was how Joseph could place them as he did 
exactly in ages — nor why Benjamin should 
have five times as large a plateful as any of 
the others. ■ . 

They all ate and drank, and became very 
merry with this governor ; though still he did 
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not tell them who he was, and still I suppose 
he spoke in the Egyptian language. Perhaps 
he thought that if he let them talk away, he 
should find out what sort of men they were 
now, and whether it would be safe to have 

7 

them in Egypt. 

The next morning they were all to go home, 
but the steward was told to fill their sacks as 
full of corn as he could, and to put the money 
which they had paid for it back again. And 

* - • 

into Benjamin's sack he was to put, besides, 
Joseph's own silver cup, hidden, you know, 
amongst the corn. Then they were sent away : 
but before they had gone far, Joseph sent his 
steward after them to ask them, ' How came 
they to steal that cup ?' 

This was what you would call a trick, you 
See : it was to try them again, and to get them 
back to the city. 

Of course the men were quite shocked. 
They had not stolen the cup ! How could he 
Suppose they would do such a thing ? 
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• Look in our sacks ; and if you find it, let 
the one who has got it die, and we will all be 
slaves to your governor,' they said. So the 
steward began searching in the sack of the 
oldest, and went on to the youngest *s sack ; and 
there was the cup. 

Poor men ! What a state they were in t 
They all took hold of their own clothes and 
tore them, as was the custom of their country, 
and hurried back to Joseph — Judah going first, 
because he was thinking of his own two boys. 

Joseph pretended to be vfery angry at first ; 
and he asked, ' How could you do such a thing ? 
Did you not know that such a man as I could 
find you. out ?' 

And Judah said, ' Oh ! we must all stay to be 
your slaves ; God has found out the sin.' 

But Joseph said, No ; that would not be 
right. All the rest might go home ; but Benja- 
min must stay with him. 

Then Judah began to beg him off. He told 
how his old father loved him, and how hard it 
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had been to persuade him to let them bring 
Benjamiri at all. He said, ' I was Surety for 
him; I said to my father, "Kill my two boys 
if I do not bring him safely home.^ And 
iiow how can I go home without him ?' 

It was more than Joseph .eould bear. He 
fcoiild not keep his secret any lohger ; and he 
cried,- ' Cause every man to go out from -me ;' 
and all the Egyptians went away. - 
c Then Joseph burst out crying ; arid he cried 
so loud that people in the other rooms of the 
Jiouse could hear ; and he £aid, ' I am Joseph ; 
doth my father yet live ?' 
' It was like a thunder-clap to his brothers ; 
and at first they could not answer; him. They 
w£re not glad-^they were troubled at his pre- 
sence, for they though tj % Now it must all come 
oiit, and* bur father must know how we have 
treated him.' Ahd, besides* they were afraid 
that Joseph would punish them. 

* * But" Joseph Was not angry. "He said again, 

* Come near ; I ariT Joseph, your brother 
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whom ye sold into Egypt; but don't be 
angry with yourselves, for it was not you, 
but God, who sent me here to save alt your 
lives; and God has made me like a father to 
King Pharaoh, and ruler over all the land* 
There are to be five more years of famine ; so 
now make haste and fetch my father down, and 
tell him of all my glory, and that I will take 
care of him here. Behold your eyes see, and 
the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh to you.' And then he fell" 
on Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept on his neck. Afterwards he kissed all his 
brothers, and wept upon them ; and then they 
had a long talk together. 

And soon the news spread ; and Pharaoh and 
all his servants heard, that Joseph's brothers 
were come, and they were very pleased. And 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, 'Send your brothers 
to fetch their old father and their families, and 
T will give them the best of the land of Egypt 
to live in. Don't trouble to bring your 
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stuff, for the best of all the land shall be 
yours.' 

And Joseph gave them waggons and asses to 
bring them all down, and food for the journey, 
and new clothes, and to Benjamin a good deal 
of silver too, and lots of presents for the old 
father, and sent them away. But he gave them 
one little hint as they started, for he said, ' Do 
not quarrel as you go along/ 

So they went back to Jacob, and said, ' Joseph 
is yet alive ; and he is governor over all the 
land of Egypt P At first the old man could not 
believe it ; but when he saw the waggons, and 
all the presents that Joseph had sent him, the 
spirit of Jacob revived, and he said, 'It is 
enough. Joseph my son is yet alive. I will go 
and see him before I die.' 

Then they set off; and when they came to a 
place called Beersheba, Jacob stopped and 
offered sacrifices to God. And as they rested 
there for the night, God spoke to him in a vision, 
and told him not to be afraid to go down to 
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Egypt, for that there he would make of him 
a great nation. God said, ' I will surely go 
down with thee, and I will bring thee up again/ 
—He meant his children, who soon got to be 
called the children of Israel, because that was 
Jacobs other name. 

It was a good large family already that Jacob 
took with him, for all his sons had sons of their 
own. So, counting Joseph and his two sons 
who were there already, old Jacob took seventy 
persons into Egypt. 

The part of Egypt to which he was going 
was called Goshen, and he sent his son Judah 
on before the rest to show the way. As for 
Joseph, you may be sure that he was all im- 
patience for their coming. I dare say that he 
almost counted the hours, for he knew prqtty 
well how long the journey would take. At last 
he had his chariot, that is, his coach, made 
ready, and then he went out to meet his 
father. 

And when he saw him he threw himself on 
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his fathers neck and wept for a good long time. 
You know that when people's hearts are very 
full, either of gladness or of sorrow, they often 
have a good cry, and you can guess how very 
glad Joseph must have been to see his dear old 
father. 

And Israel said, ' Now let me die, because I 
have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive/ 
But Jacob did not die yet awhile. He lived in 
that land of Goshen a good while ; and I think 
they had it to themselves, because they were 
all • shepherds, and Egyptians did not like 
shepherds. But King Pharaoh said, 4 It is the 
best part of the land, let your father and 
brothers live there.* 

. But he wanted to see the old father; and 
Joseph took him in to the King. And the King 
asked him how old he was. Then Jacob said 
he was an hundred and thirty years old ; and 
he called those only a few years, and said they 
had been few and evil. For poor old Jacob 
had had a great deal of trouble in his life ; but 
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now he had a happy old age ; for Joseph took 
great care of him and of his brothers. And all 
through the rest of that famine they all had 
enough ; and old Jacob lived seventeen years 
in Egypt. 

At last the time came for him to die, and he 
sent for all his sons, that he might give them his 
last blessing, and also for the two sons of Joseph, 
to bless them too. 

He said he would not be buried in Egypt, 
but bid his sons to carry his body up into 
Canaan after his death, and bury him by his 
fathers, Abraham and Isaac. 

And when he died there was a great mourn- 
ing for him, not only of his own family, but of 
the Egyptians ; and Joseph told Pharaoh of his 
fathers wish, and Pharaoh said, ' Go up and 
bury thy father as he bid you,' So a great 
company carried old Jacob, or Israel, as he was 
named by the angel, up to the cave in the land 
of Canaan, and made great mourning for him. 

Then after they all got back again Joseph's 
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brothers came to him, and asked him to forgive 
their old sin against him, for they feared that 
now his father was gone he would punish them. 
But Joseph wept and said, \ Fear, not, for am I 
in the place of God ?' And he comforted them 

and spake kindly to them* 

So you see Joseph did as we all ought to do ; 
he forgave, and was ready to forget. And he 
lived to be an hundred and ten years old. And 
then when he died, he too said that when God 
brought them back out of . Egypt, they, were to 
take his bones with them and bury him with his 
fathers. . 



THE END. 
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